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of our just demands. But, in my opinion, it must be made
possible for Serbia to avoid war by accepting a severe
diplomatic defeat, and if it comes to war it will be clear
to the world that we stand on the basis of justifiable self-
defense. A note in moderate, but not threatening, language
should be addressed to Serbia, which should set forth our
specific grievances and our precise demands in connection
with them. [He suggests, for example, the remarks of the
Serbian Minister, Spalajkovitch in St. Petersburg, and
Jovanovitch in Berlin, the fact that the bombs in Bosnia
came from the Serbian arsenal at Kragujevac/ that the
assassins crossed the border,with false passes issued by
Serbian authorities; and the general attitude of the Serbian
press, societies, and schools.]
Should Serbia give an unsatisfactory answer, or try
dilatory tactics, an ultimatum should follow, and after its
expiration, the opening of hostilities. . . . After a successful
war Serbia could be diminished in area by the cession of
some of the conquered districts to Bulgaria, Greece, and
Rumania, but we ourselves should ask at most merely cer-
tain important boundary modifications. To be sure, we
could claim a war indemnity, which would give us the
chance to keep a firm hand on Serbia for a long time. . . .
Should Serbia yield, we must accept this solution bona
fide, and not make her retreat impossible,67
This possible peaceful solution urged by Tisza was not
at all what Berchtold -wanted. Shortly after Tisza had left
Vienna, he again tried to apply the German lever, by alleg-
ing in a letter to Tisza on July 8:
Tschirschky has just left me, after informing me that
he has received a telegram from Berlin in which his Im-
perial Master directed him to declare here most emphatically
that Berlin expects Austria to act against Serbia, and that
it would not be understood in Germany if we should let
this opportunity go by without striking a blow. . . . From
«7 Tisza to Francis Joseph, July 8; A.RJB., I, 12.

